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PREFACE. 
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THE System which this pamphlet introduces to American readers 
has long been tested, and widely approved. It commends 
itself, specially, to non-profesaional learners, who cannot spend time 
r^ over " logograms " and arbitrary abbreviations. The method is, besides, 

sufficiently brief without such aids. 

Shorthand is not merely a Eeporter's art. It is valuable also to every 
class of non-professional users — students, clerks, merchants, literary men, 
&c. Let the reader learn, simply. 

The Alphabet, and the Single Principle 

of this System, and he will have all the advantages of shorthand at his 
command. Facility, both in writing and in deciphering, will be the 
certain result of practice. 



Attention is called to the new method of shorthanding Numbers, at 
p. 16. 

Washington, D. C, 

March, 1892. 
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The Alphabet. 



t 


d 


n 


s 


z 


th (in) 


th (en) 


p 


1 

b 


Q 


f 


V 


wh 


^ 


m 


w 


k 


g(o) 


y° 


r 

ch (G.nach) 


g (G.auge) 


J 


J 

y 


ng 


ch (G.ich) 


\ 

sh 


\ 


\ 


.^ 


'^ 


^ 


■^ 


zh 
1 


n 
p 

repeater 

crossing 
line 


1 

A. 


r 


/■ 1 

( ( 


1 

) 


) 


h 

> 

p 
t 


s 
hook 


vowel 

• 
(at side) 


nasal 
vowel 


ex - ted 

• 
(at end) 


sion tion 

o 

(joined) 






Words. 








I a the and 


not 






X - 1 o 


X 



POPULAE SHOETHAND. 



In 1854 a paper read before the Eoyal Scottish Society of Arts was 
honored by the award of the Society's Silver Medal 



TO 



ALEX. MELVILLE BELL, Esq., 

EDINBURGH, 

FOR HIS NEW PRINCIPLE 

OF 

STENOGRAPHY." 

The Author's avocations then precluded him from doing more than 
merely publishing the system, and leaving it to disseminate itself. 

The present little work introduces the " New Principle " of Shorthand 
to another generation, and another hemisphere, of learners. 

In this version the Alphabet has been remodeled and extended. By 
these means the system admits of very expeditious writing, whilst it pro- 
vides for the elements of German and other European languages. 

The " Principle " of " Steno-Phonography " is, that every consonant 

Implies a vowel after it — 

except when the consonant is written small. 
The effect of this principle is that vowels are 

Expressed without being Written; 

and that the consonant outlines of the vast majority of words are abso- 
lutely distinctive of those individual words. 
For example, the letters 

pt 

form the consonant outlines of the syllables 

apt, appet, apty, pet, pity, poet, piety; 

and the letters 

p r t 

form the consonant outlines of the syllables 

part, party, parrot, apart, prate, upright, pretty, operate, parity. 



Write these syllables according to the " Principle " of this system, and 
the distinctive outline of each word will be unmistakably manifest. 
Thus: 

z. ^ z^ Z /. Z A. 

apt, appet, apty, pet, pity, poet, piety; 

part, party, parrot, apart, prate, upright, pretty, operate, parity. 

In these illustrations the reader will notice that only initial vowels, and 
double vowels, require to be indicated. 

A uniform symbol — a dot — suffices in every case, because — except in 
monosyllables — the same consonant outline is rarely found in more than 
one word. 

The reader will notice, also, that an initial vowel before a short conso- 
nant, in a monosyllable — as in apt — does not require to be written, be- 
cause, where no vowel follows the consonant, a vowel before it is 

NECESSARILY IMPLIED. 

A single dot after a consonant denotes that the consonant is followed 

by 

TWO VOWELS 

one being implied in the consonant itself ; — as in 

J' Hl. -^ -^ } 

create variety doing towel jewel 
Two vowels at the beginning of a word require 



TWO DOTS, 



as m 



f 



OBon aerial iota eolian Ionic 



8 

The learner should study the above examples carefully, because they 
involve the 

WHOLE SYSTEM. 



Illustration. 

Th - pr - nc - pie - f st - n - ph - n - gr - ph - - s - 11 - str - 1 - d 
-n th-s p-r-gr ph. V - - Is - re n - 1 wr - tten wh - re 
th - - re - mpl - d, b - c - se, - n th-s s - st - m, th - - re n - 1 
n-c-ss-r- t- 1-g-b-l-t-. Th - p - s - tion - f - v - r - 
V--1 -n - w-rd -s shn -n th- wr - 1 - ng - f th - 
c - ns - n - nts. Th- s-ff-ci-nc- -f th-s -nd-c- tion w - 11 
b - - ncr - s - ngl - m-n-f-st -ft-r - 1- ttle pr - ct - ce. 
Th - pr - s - nt - 11 - str - tion w-U pr-b-bl- b- f-rl- 
- nt - 11 - g - ble - ven - 1 th - f - rst - ff - rt. 

To decipher the preceding illustration let the reader pronounce an 
indefinite murmur of voice (er) wherever a hyphen is marked, and the 
suggested word will spring into recognition. 

This process is much more easy in reading from the shorthand char- 
acters than from ordinary letters, because of the ambiguities of the latter, 
while the former are definitely phonetic. The following is the same 
illustration written in shorthand : ^ 

r (^ f ^ - I ^ l 




\ 



The Repeater. 

The Repeater is a convenient device to obviate any possible ambiguity 
in the junction of straight lines in the same direction. 

Draw a line, in any direction, across the end of the first straight line, 
to denote a repetition of the same. Make the repeater short "when no 
vowel follows it. Thus : 



1 -^ o 1 -^ — ^ -^ o — I 

f 
I 

tight pipe note map puppy baby needy 

To a student who has a competent acquaintance with the words of the 
language, Steno-Phonography soon becomes fluently legible. 

The same results will, no doubt, follow with other languages as with 
English. The consonant outline — in words of more than one syllable — 
will rarely be found common to a plurality of words. The " principle " 
of this System can therefore be readily applied outside of English. 

Members 

OF THE 

American 
Modern Language Association 

could give this fact a varied and satisfactory test. To enable them to do 
so, each member will receive a copy of this pamphlet. 
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Exercises on the Alphabet. 



Bead, first, by giving the sound " er " in the vowel places ; then 
compare with the key. 



3 



5 



5 



8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 



15 U/ 



TT 



JD. 



n 



I 

I 






.Q. 






2 



L 

\ 



o/V-o-T^ 



^ 




,5 



\ 



T^ 
<. 



</^ 



oA_>- 



"L^ 



■^ 






^ 







t^^O 



"\ 



7 



7 



\ 

X 

1. 



■;) 






11 



16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
82 



C 



\ 



^ 



r 



^ 



^ 



'r- 



\» 



S 

V 



i 



r 

\ 



\, 



c 




\ 



> 
I 

V 



JH 







V 
\ 






C- 






\ 



^ 



0^ 







•^ 



^->^ 



> 




c 



Q^-TJ 



^ 
^ 








«^ 







/• 
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Key to Exercises on the Alphabet. 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


1 


tedium 


tonic 


toast 


tepid 


tooth 


trial 


attempt 


2 


denial 


desire 


dramatic 


deformity 


delightful 


difference 


address 


3 


negative 


numerous 


nefarious 


nostril 


knapsack 


enmity 


animosity 


4 


something 


sinful 


surprise 


sincerity 


establish 


Isolate 


esthetics 


6 


zealous 


zig-zag 


zebra 


zephyr 


zenith 


zoology 


azimuth 


6 


thoughtful 


thrift 


threaten 


thwart 


theatre 


ethereal 


athletic 


7 


this 


that 


them 


thence 


thither 


either 


otherwise 


8 


shine 


shame 


shadow 


church 


achieve 


assure 


eschew 


9 


azure 


measure 


pleasure 


age 


agency 


jelly 


agility 


10 


(Fr) mignon 


champagne 


Boulogne 


maguifique 


(It) siguor 


(Sp) cafion 


mafiana 


11 


light 


lamb 


literature 


large 


liberate 


leviathan 


alleviate 


12 


wretched 


rapid 


radical 


ardour 


arrogance 


register 


origin 


13 


pudding 


partridge 


peculiar 


pardon 


• 

patriotic 


apathy 


Episode 


14 


better 


bargain 


besides 


bonfire 


banana 


abstract 


obedience 


16 


minister 


mitigate 


magnanimous 


magazine 


America 


immensity 


enmity 


16 


fancy 


flattery 


fellowship 


formula 


fortune 


frighten 


aftemodn 


17 


vague 


variety 


valley 


vast 


visit 


average 


evidence 


18 


what 


which 


when 


where 


whalebone 


whatsoever 


awhile 


19 


weary 


wily 


watchful 


world 


once 


wedding 


awake 


20 


king 


kin 


communicate 


concern ' 


comfortable 


activity 


accordingly 


21 


good 


giddy 


give 


gun 


gathering 


aggregate 


agony 


22 


bang 


bring 


ding-dong 


singing 


long 


strong 


length 


23 


(Sc) pech 


sough 


(Oer) ach 


hoch 


buch 


auge 


bei^e 


24 


hue 


humfui 


huge 


^Ger) ich 


mich 


sich 


nicht 


26 


you 


young 


yellow 


yard 


yearning 


yearling 


yesterday 


26 


hammer 


homage 


hideous 


horrible 


holiday 


hostility 


homesick 


27 


ask 


sky 


aspect 


spoon 


else 


less 


esteem 


28 


paper 


public 


caucus 


giggle 


map 


deed 


entity 


29 


avail 


vowel 


area 


idea 


eolian 


diet 


miscellanea 


30 


(Fr) quand 


sans 


comment 


chacun 


dedans 


inflni 


entendre 


31 


exact 


exert 


extend 


exorbitant 


acted 


expected 


excommunicated 


32 


action 


caution 


option 


passion 


fashion 


evasion 


attention 
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ExBBCiSES ON Sentences. 

Bead, first, by gfiving the sound " er " in the vowel places ; then 
compare with the key. 

21 /°V»-^^ t^,^^.^ </*/C,.-^._ »^. 

22 o- ,1-^ V o^ 7_ <■ s^ C >^''*-^ V- .1- • 



6 
7 
8 
9 
20 
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